



Letter to the editor

Cuts compromise child welfare

Re "At struggling CPS, 199 jobs are in jeopardy" (Page A12, Aug. 26): This article highlights the danger to children when budgets are balanced on the backs of the most vulnerable.

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger line-item vetoed funding to child welfare services, which will also trigger the loss of additional federal matching dollars. These cuts will result in increased risk of harm to children and further increase the child abuse, neglect and homicide rates in our county through reduced social workers and prevention programs.
Child abuse costs the American economy an estimated $103.8 billion every year. Additionally, Kaiser Permanente found staggering correlations between traumatic childhood experiences and lifelong health issues, such as substance abuse, depression, smoking and obesity.

We know how to prevent child abuse. Investing in adequate prevention and early intervention will not only save lives today, but will save taxpayers money for years to come. We urge the governor to reinstate the funding for child-welfare services and other critical programs for vulnerable children.

· Sheila Boxley, North Highlands, president and CEO of the Child Abuse Prevention Center




Letter to the editor

Blame governor for CPS cuts

Re "At struggling CPS, 199 jobs are in jeopardy" (Page A12, Aug. 26): It's great that The Bee highlighted impacts from budget cuts affecting Child Protective Services. But those cuts weren't passed by the Legislature. They are due solely to Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger's recent vetoes.

The governor could have used the reserve to prevent the cuts, or he could have worked with the Legislature on other solutions. Instead, he pursued cuts he'd been angling for since May.

With lost federal matching funds included, the cut grows to $124 million. This represents 755 lost county child welfare workers in California. These workers could have investigated 143,000 reports of abuse or neglect, or worked to reunify 20,400 foster children with their families. The Bee has actively shined the light on cases where children died, noting 12 last year and three the year before.

The governor's cut won't help. In the past, Schwarzenegger has reversed similar cuts, acknowledging that his actions "could have the unintended consequence of severe reductions in services to vulnerable children and their families." Let's hope he can be led to see the light again.

– Assembly Speaker Karen Bass
